
December 2011 
Rob Whyte’s Advanced Conversation Final Exam 

 
Part 1. Describe OECD Chart Data 
 
You will need to study four charts of OECD data. During the exam you will get one of 
these charts. You will need to answer 6 questions. 
 

1. What is it? 
2. What is being counted? 
3. What is the unit of measurement? 
4. Describe Korea’s current situation. 
5. Compare Korea’s past and present? 
6. Describe Korea’s past and present compared to other countries.  

 
There are four charts that you need to review and study. These are the same charts 
we studied in class. The chart names are: 
 

1. CPI: All items 
2. Read GDP Growth 
3. Public Finance – Total Tax Revenue 
4. Self-Employment Rates: total 

 
 
Part 2. Mini Speech 
 
Use the Six Hats to talk about these topics. Your answer will probably need to be at 
least 20-30 seconds. 
 
Globalization  Conglomerates  
Air travel  Working for a small business  Being a vegetarian  
 
 
Part 3. Superlatives and Comparatives 
 
Make questions and answers with superlatives and comparatives these words. 
 

Big Good Happy Terrifying High 

Fast Expensive Delicious Bad Useful 

 
 
Part 4. Speak for 30 seconds about … 
 
You will get one of these questions randomly.  
 

Food  Inventions  Sunglasses  Emotions  

Department stores  Socks Methane gas  Talk shows  

Shoplifting Murder travel plugs 

fashion  electronics  pencils honeymoon 

 



Part 5. Summarize Your Presentation 
 
Summarize the oral presentation you did in class. The summary should be about 20-
30 seconds. A good answer will focus on these points: 
 
 topic sentence 
 why I selected this topic 
 main idea - thesis 
 main supporting reasons/important details 
 conclusion 

 
 
Part 6. Explain the differences 
 
Make a short answer to explain how these phrases are different. Also provide 
example sentences. 
 

1. look for - look up 
2. blow up give up 
3. go out  - go with 
4. try out  try on 
5. call off - turn down 
6. take after look after 
7. hold up - hold on 
8. hand out hand in 

 
 
Part 7. Quick Rhymes 
 
5 words that rhyme with… 
 

Lap Ride Light Hill Wink 

Rug Marry Bank Honey Hole 

 
 

Part 8. Which is better? 

Make a choice and then explain with three reasons. 

One or zero?  Up or down?  In or out?  Open or closed? 
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1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Australia 4.6 2.6 0.3 0.9 1.5 4.5 4.4 3 2.8 2.3 2.7 3.5 2.3 4.4

Canada 2.1 1.6 1.6 1 1.7 2.7 2.5 2.3 2.8 1.9 2.2 2 2.1 2.4

Finland 0.8 0.6 1.2 1.4 1.2 3 2.6 1.6 0.9 0.2 0.6 1.6 2.5 4.1

France 1.8 2 1.2 0.6 0.5 1.7 1.6 1.9 2.1 2.1 1.7 1.7 1.5 2.8

Germany 1.7 1.4 1.9 0.9 0.6 1.5 2 1.4 1 1.7 1.6 1.6 2.3 2.6

Greece 8.9 8.2 5.5 4.8 2.6 3.2 3.4 3.6 3.6 2.9 3.6 3.2 2.9 4.2

Japan -0.1 0.1 1.8 0.7 -0.3 -0.7 -0.8 -0.9 -0.2 - -0.3 0.2 0.1 1.4

Korea 4.5 4.9 4.4 7.5 0.8 2.3 4.1 2.7 3.6 3.6 2.8 2.2 2.5 4.7

Netherlands 1.9 2 2.2 2 2.2 2.4 4.2 3.3 2.1 1.2 1.7 1.2 1.6 2.5

Sweden 2.5 0.5 0.7 -0.3 0.5 0.9 2.4 2.2 1.9 0.4 0.5 1.4 2.2 3.4

Switzerland 1.8 0.8 0.5 - 0.8 1.6 1 0.6 0.6 0.8 1.2 1.1 0.7 2.4

United Kingdom
 1

2.7 2.5 1.8 1.6 1.3 0.8 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.3 2 2.3 2.3 3.6

United States 2.8 2.9 2.3 1.6 2.2 3.4 2.8 1.6 2.3 2.7 3.4 3.2 2.9 3.8

Prices - Prices, labour costs and interest rates - Consumer price indices

CPI: all items
Annual growth in percentage
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1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Australia
 1

4.1 3.9 4.5 5.2 4 1.9 3.8 3.2 4 2.8 3 3.3 3.7 2.3

Canada 2.8 1.6 4.2 4.1 5.5 5.2 1.8 2.9 1.9 3.1 3 2.9 2.5 0.4

Finland 3.9 3.7 6.2 5.2 3.9 5.1 2.7 1.6 1.8 3.7 2.8 4.9 4.2 1

France 2.1 1.1 2.2 3.5 3.3 3.9 1.9 1 1.1 2.5 1.9 2.2 2.3 0.4

Germany 1.9 1 1.8 2 2 3.2 1.2 - -0.2 1.2 0.8 3.2 2.5 1.3

Greece 2.1 2.4 3.6 3.4 3.4 4.5 4.2 3.4 5.9 4.6 2.2 4.5 4.5 2

Japan 2 2.7 1.6 -2 -0.1 2.9 0.2 0.3 1.4 2.7 1.9 2 2.4 -0.7

Korea 9.2 7 4.7 -6.9 9.5 8.5 4 7.2 2.8 4.6 4 5.2 5.1 2.2

Netherlands 3.1 3.4 4.3 3.9 4.7 3.9 1.9 0.1 0.3 2.2 2 3.4 3.6 2

Sweden 4 1.5 2.5 3.8 4.6 4.4 1.1 2.4 1.9 4.1 3.3 4.2 2.5 -0.2

Switzerland 0.4 0.6 2.1 2.6 1.3 3.6 1.2 0.4 -0.2 2.5 2.6 3.6 3.6 1.8

United Kingdom 3.1 2.9 3.3 3.6 3.5 3.9 2.5 2.1 2.8 3 2.2 2.9 2.6 0.6

United States 2.5 3.8 4.5 4.4 4.9 4.2 1.1 1.8 2.5 3.6 3.1 2.7 2.1 0.4

Production and income - Production - Evolution of GDP

Real GDP growth
Annual growth in percentage
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Australia 29.4 29.2 30 30.5 31.1 29.6 30.5 30.6 31.1 30.8 30.6 30.8 ..

Canada 35.9 36.7 36.7 36.4 35.6 34.8 33.7 33.7 33.6 33.4 33.5 33.3 32.2

Finland 47 46.3 46.1 45.8 47.2 44.6 44.6 44 43.5 44 43.5 43 42.8

France
 1

44.1 44.4 44.2 45.1 44.4 44 43.4 43.2 43.5 43.9 44 43.5 43.1

Germany 36.5 36.2 36.4 37.1 37.2 36.1 35.4 35.5 34.8 34.8 35.6 36.2 36.4

Greece 35.9 30.3 32 32.9 34 32.9 33.6 32.2 31.1 31.4 31.2 32 31.3

Japan 26.8 27.2 26.8 26.3 27 27.3 26.2 25.7 26.3 27.4 28 28.3 ..

Korea 19.2 20.1 20.2 20.6 22.6 23 23.2 23.9 23.2 23.9 25 26.5 26.6

Netherlands 40.9 40.9 39.1 40.1 39.7 38.2 37.5 36.9 37.3 38.5 38.9 37.5 ..

Sweden 49.4 50.6 51 51.4 51.8 49.8 47.9 48.3 48.7 49.5 49 48.3 47.1

Switzerland 28.1 27.6 28.5 28.7 30 29.5 29.9 29.2 28.8 29.2 29.3 28.9 29.4

United Kingdom 33.8 34.3 35.5 35.7 36.4 36.1 34.6 34.3 34.9 35.8 36.6 36.1 35.7

United States 28.3 28.7 29.3 29.4 29.9 28.8 26.5 25.9 26.1 27.5 28.2 28.3 26.9

OECD average 35.3 35.4 35.5 35.9 36 35.5 35.2 35.1 35.1 35.7 35.8 35.8 ..

Public finance - Taxes - Total tax revenue

Total tax revenue

As a percentage of GDP
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Labour - Employment and hours worked - Self-employment             

Self-employment rates: total             

As a percentage of total employment 
             

 
1990 1998 2000 2003 2006 2007 2008             

Australia 15.1 14.5 14 13.4 12.4 11.9 11.7             

Canada 9.5 11.7 10.6 9.8 9.1 9.3 9.1             

Denmark 11.7 9.4 8.7 8.8 8.9 8.9 8.8             

Germany .. 11 11 11.4 12.2 12 11.7             

Japan 22.3 17.3 16.6 15.1 13.8 13.4 13             

Korea 39.5 38.3 36.8 34.9 32.8 31.8 31.3             

Netherlands 11.6 11.8 11.2 11.4 12.7 13.1 13.2             

New Zealand 19.7 20.4 20.8 19.4 17.7 17.3 17.3             

Spain 25.8 22.7 20.2 18.3 17.9 17.7 17.7             

Sweden 9.2 10.6 10.3 9.6 10 10.6 10.4             

Switzerland .. 14.1 13.2 12 11.1 11.5 11.1             

Turkey 61 55.4 51.4 49.4 43.5 39.6 39             

United Kingdom 15.1 13.7 12.8 13.2 13.1 13.3 13.4             

United States 8.8 7.9 7.4 7.6 7.4 7.2 7             

OECD total .. 18.6 17.6 17.2 16.4 16 15.8             

 
 

            

 


