
Chapter Nine Discussion Questions and Activities 
 
1. Page 151 has a flowchart. Explain the overall purpose of the chart (and its connection to TESOL) 

and each of the steps in the chart. 
 
2. Summarize the elements that need to be considered when developing a course syllabus. 
 
3. In evaluating a textbook, you are never going to able to satisfy all the needs and criteria suggested 

by any particular list; therefore, devise your own list of five to seven criteria that you consider 
important in evaluating a textbook. Explain your rationale for each item. You may look for ideas on 
p 157-158. If possible, connect your ideas to some teaching principles or macro strategies. 

 
4. What could be some viable goals and objectives for a lesson in an ESL or EFL class? What factors 

might influence those goals and objectives? Explain. 
 
5. State some course objectives for each of the following groups of public school students in Korea: 
 

• Elementary school 
• Middle school, first year 
• Middle school third year 

 
6. Do a “needs analysis” for each of the groups of learners below. Make a list of specific questions 

that one could ask to analyze needs and to determine how a curriculum or set of lessons should 
be designed. 

 
• A social club of middle-aged women who will be travelling to the US for two months 
• A pre-school class of 35 children at the YMCA. 
• A small group of trade company employees who must correspond with foreign buyers and 

sellers over the telephone and through mail. 
• An extra-curricular group of middle school kids who want to learn conversational English. 

 
7. Summarize the story in the chapter about a group of international students coming to the US to 

study English. What curriculum design lessons can be learned from this story?   
 
Vocabulary 
 
Program evaluation   Assessment 
Problematizing   Situation analysis 
 
  



Chapter Ten Discussion Questions and Activities 
 
1. The book provides a checklist of seven tips for creating and evaluating lesson plans. Summarize 

each tip (p167-171). 
 
2. Read the sample lesson plan in the book (p171-176). Evaluate the lesson plan based on the seven 

tips. Is it a good lesson plan? Identify the good parts, and explain why. Would you make any 
changes? Try to connect your ideas to the seven tips and teaching principles. 

 
3. Imagine you are going to teach a class of company workers. In one lesson, they want to learn how 

to write a proper one-page business letter. What steps might you use to teach them? 
 

Vocabulary 
 
Terminal objective  Enabling objective  Sequencing 
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