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Fall 2015. Midterm Exam Review  
  
PART 1 EDITING  
Each paragraph has 10 mistakes. Circle the mistakes then rewrite the paragraph.  
  
John muir was born in scotland at 1838. He lived with his family in the small coastal town and  
begined his education in a local school. When John was elevn he moved with his family to the  
amercia they lived on a farm in new york and John soon began to help with the farm chores.  
When he had free time he loved to walked with his younger brother through the woods.  
  
 
Farming is a very big bisness. These days, farmers needs to no more than just how to plant a  
seed? They half to know how machines work, what soil conditions make plants grow good, and  
how to keep track of money. in order to plan their year farmers must know what crops people  
will by. They must study government reports and other materials to help decided what to groe.  
  
 
PART 2 CHOPPY SENTENCES  
Join the sentences in each question to make one new sentence.  
  
1. She took dance classes. She had no talent. She eventually gave up the idea of becoming a dancer.  
  
2. The boy asked his father a question. The boy is five years old. The question was about death.  
  
3. The campus parking problem is getting worse. The university is not building any new garages.  
  
4. One of the cameras was not packed very well. It was damaged during the move. 
 
 
PART 3 RUN ON SENTENCES  
Each sentence is too long. Make two or more proper sentences.  
  
1. Carmen loved traveling in Italy she felt Rome was too hot.  
  
2. Einstein is famous for E=mc² Edison is famous for the invention of the light bulb.  
  
3. At one time few people had enough money to buy books few people could read books.  
 
 
PART 4 WRITE ONE PARAGRAPH 
 Write one paragraph to answer each question below. The paragraph should have a topic sentence plus 
three supporting ideas and a conclusion. Here are three topics and one sample paragraph (one of these 
topic questions will be on the mid-term exam). 
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1. Some people prefer to cook at home. Other people prefer to eat out. Which do you prefer? 
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.  
 
2. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Technology has made the world a 
better place to live. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.  
  
3. What was your worst job?  

  
Sample Paragraph  
  
The time I spent on an apple farm was the worst job I ever had because of the WORK, PAY and 
CONDITIONS. WORKING on THE ORCHARD was physically hard. Each day, I picked up heavy boxes and 
put THEM on a truck. Each box weighed 20 kilograms SO I was tired at the end of the day. TO PAY for 
university tuition, I worked 10 hours per day but it was hard to save money BECAUSE the hourly pay was 
so low. In fact, I earned only 4000 won per hour. DURING the summer, the work conditions were bad. 
We had only to two ten-minute breaks and an unpaid half hour for lunch. Even though the temperature 
was more than 36 degrees the workers could not take an extra break BECAUSE the manger always yelled 
at the workers. In addition, if anyone ate an apple he or she was fired. FOR THESE REASONS, working on 
an apple farm during the summer was the worst job I ever had. I hope I never have to do that again.  
 
 
PART 5 ADD MORE INFORMATION 
Read the paragraph below. It is a story about a man at a party.  The story is not finished. It is missing 
many kinds of details. Lots of information is missing.   
 
Make the story more interesting and more complete by adding details – add your voice, better words, 
better sentences, more descriptions, et cetera. The finished story should still be one paragraph, only 
longer. Here is the basic story: 

A man walked into the room and saw that there was a party going on. He glanced across the 
crowd, and as soon as he saw that she was there, he turned around and walked out. He didn’t 
even stop to put on his coat on the way to the front door, but walked out into the snow. The 
next day, he never answered his phone. 

 
 
PART 6 REWRITE AN OLD STORY 
Write one short story (at least 2 paragraphs) about a rafting trip or a dog and sausage (you pick one).  
The story will be scored according to the six writing traits we discussed in class (i.e. idea, organization, 
voice, word choice, sentence fluency, conventions).   
 
 
 
PART 7 VOCABULARY 
You will need to know the vocabulary that you studied for the quiz (the same words on the study paper I 
gave you to prepare for the quiz). You will be asked to write a sentence or two to show the meaning of 
the words. 
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PART 8 ARTICLES 
Read the sentences and add -  a/an/the or nothing (x). 

 
Dear Chris, 

I arrived at _____ airport in Victoria on time! _____ director of my school was waiting for me with _____ 
sign. _____ sign said, "Welcome to Victoria, Jean-Pierre!" I was _____ little embarrassed, but it was such 
_____ nice welcome. After we got _____ suitcases, he drove me to _____ apartment that had been 
rented for me. I can't believe how big _____ apartments in this city are. I have two bedrooms, _____ 
kitchen, _____ bath, and _____ living room all to myself. I wish I had _____ car, because _____ public 
transportation in this city is not so good. It takes me about _____ hour to go to _____ school by bus. 
Montreal is _____ small city, so _____ traffic isn’t too bad. And _____ roads here are nice and wide.  

_____ classes which I’m taking are all excellent. I’ve gotten to know most of _____ other foreign 
students. Most of them are from _____ Asian countries, but _____ few are from Europe. Well, I’d better 
“hit _____ books” as Americans say. Please write me soon, I miss _____ French food!  

Bye bye 

 

 

My mother is _____  English teacher. I am  _____ student. When I get home from school, I watch  _____ 
programs on TV. That’s _____ best part of my day.  _____ programs I watch are for _____ children. I am 
_____  child, so I think they are funny. 

 

 

Today, I have  _____  job interview at  _____  financial company.  _____  company has offices all over  
_____  world. I’m not sure that I have _____  skills to get hired.  I hope so. _____  company‘s office is on  
_____  Main Street. That’s  _____  same street my friend works on. 

 

 

He told me that he once met  _____  alien from  _____  space. This alien didn’t need  _____  oxygen to 
live. It didn’t have _____  nose. That’s  _____  hard story to believe. I’m not sure he was telling me  
_____  truth. Maybe he isn’t so honest, after all. 


