
Teach Writing Thinkingly

What is it?
It’s a creative writing activity that demands 
attention to detail and a good deal of 
imagination. This activity builds on writing 
and thinking skills developed in the two 
previous lessons.

Objectives
By the end of this lesson, students should be 
able to:

• identify information gaps in the story 
by using the questioning strategy 
outlined in Lesson 4;

• demonstrate elements of writing 
style by using complex sentences as 
reviewed in Lesson 5;

• create a strong sense of place by vividly 
describing the inside of a UFO.

Flow

Step	1	Introduction

Copy or display Storyboard 1.

Explain objectives of exercise. Students will 
write a creative story based on a picture 
prompt.

Step	2	Review	Complex	Sentences

Optional:

• review some of the exhibits in 

Lesson 5 before starting this creative 
writing assignment, so that students 
remember how to write a complex 
sentence.

Step	3	Introduce	Prompt

Students will write creative story about a 
boy, a UFO and a journey. 

In my experience, the first draft produced by 
students tends to be light on details when 
describing the inside of the UFO. 

To avoid that problem, point out that 
students can write a much more interesting 
story if they fill in the gaps by using a 
questioning strategy. 

They might, for example, ask these 
questions:

• Why did the boy go inside?
• What does the interior look like and 

smell like?
• Who or what is inside the UFO?
• What did the boy do inside the space 

ship? 
• How did the boy react?

Step	4	Writing

Students write a 1 to 2 page creative story 
with a strong beginning, middle and end.

Optional:

• require students to write at least one 
complex sentence per picture in the 
storyboard.

6.   UFO Story
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