
RAISING VERBAL CHILDREN 2 (8:00 TO 14:30)

VOCABULARY REVIEW

A: So if they took the kids to the zoo, they could teach them a bunch of animal names and zooy 
words but it wouldn’t (1) _______________ their acquisition of words outside of that par-
ticular field trip.

B: Exactly, and I’ll (2) __________________ from Hart and Risley. They said, we had been so 
sure we would change how the children responded to the world. But we saw that by age 
four, (3) ___________________ of vocabulary growth were already established and intrac-
table. We could not accelerate the rate of vocabulary growth beyond (4) _______________ 
teaching. We could not change the developmental (5) _______________. In other words, by 
that time it was too late.

CRITICAL OBSERVATIONS 9:06 - 9:4402

A: That’s heart-breaking and (1) _______________ because I think linguists till now have under-
stood that language acquisition is, I don’t know if this is the right word, but instinctual. That 
it just happens, that the mind is (2) ________________ to develop language.

B: That is what linguists have thought and we’ll get there, but why is it so important that it’s too 
late at this point. Well, the use and growth of vocabulary among kids at this age (3) tracks 
very closely, is, you know, a good ______________ of your cognitive functioning down the 
road. In other words, your future problem solving ability, analytical skills, reading compre-
hension, memory, language facility. These are the (4) __________ panoply of ingredients 
that (5) _______________ what we might call, you know, high cognitive functioning. Or, you 
know, what we might call just being really smart. 

ARGUMENT: WHY VOCABULARY IS IMPORTANT 9:44 - 10:4103

Read the text. Fill in the gaps with words from the box.

whole   -   comprise   -   predisposed   -   predictor   -   astonishing 
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accelerate patterns language deficit

trajectory intervene paraphrase
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COMPREHENSION

1. What did the researchers identify dur-
ing the first stage of their research?  

2. Describe the field research undertaken 
with preschool kids in the following 
year. What did the researchers ob-
serve? What did they conclude?

3. Describe the research methodology of 
the decade long research project.

THINK CRITICALLY

1. Describe the argument made regarding vo-
cabulary resources. Do you think that’s a valid 
argument for second language learners?

2. What argument justified the decade long 
research project?

3. The researchers said language learning pat-
terns are intractable by age four. What evi-
dence might the researchers have found to 
guide them to this claim?
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AFTER THOUGHTS

1.  Identify a conundrum.    2. When might you get a cold call? 
3. Where might you find a panoramic view?    4. What’s a developmental trajectory?
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METHODOLOGY FOR NEW RESEARCH 12:26 - 14:3004

A: The logical next question is how can you (1) ________________ before the kids are four to 
prevent this deficit from forming, I guess.

B: Yeah, what they asked was well what’s going on in the several years before kids even get to 
preschool that would (2) ________________ for these differences. What’s happening in the 
home which is where most kids spend most of their time before entering school. So Hart and 
Risley devised what ended up being a (3) ________________ long project in order to answer 
that question. 

 They started out by, in Kansas City, cold calling people who had placed (4) _____________ 
announcements in the newspaper. They approached friends of friends who were expecting. 
They went through the state register of births. They recruited families for five, six months 
and finally (5) _______________ on 42 families in the area.  Thirteen families that were up-
per socio-economic status, professionals, 23 who were middle to low socio-economic status, 
like skilled laborers and working class people, and six families that were poor, they were on 
welfare. All had a child who at the beginning of the study was seven or eight months old. 

 Once a month for the next two and a half years, an (6)____________________, somebody 
who was trained by Hart and Risley, would go to the house and record whatever was hap-
pening around that child. Not only would they record for an hour but they would take ex-
tensive notes that could then be (7) ______________________ against the recording. So if 
there were multiple adults in the room, they would note who was talking, were they talking 
to another adult or directly to the child. Once the child began to talk, who was the child 
talking to, what were they doing while talking. In other words, a kind of three dimensional, 
(8)_________________ view that the audio recording alone wouldn’t capture. All of this, 
more than 13 hundred hours of observation, was transcribed, typed up and analyzed. This 
took years.
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A: That’s heart-breaking and (1) astonishing because I think linguists till now have understood 
that language acquisition is, I don’t know if this is the right word, but instinctual. That it just 
happens, that the mind is (2) predisposed to develop language.

B: That is what linguists have thought and we’ll get there, but why is it so important that it’s too 
late at this point. Well, the use and growth of vocabulary among kids at this age (3) tracks 
very closely, is, you know, a good predictor of your cognitive functioning down the road. In 
other words, your future problem solving ability, analytical skills, reading comprehension, 
memory, language facility. These are the (4) whole panoply of ingredients that (5) comprise 
what we might call, you know, high cognitive functioning. Or, you know, what we might call 
just being really smart. 

A: So if they took the kids to the zoo, they could teach them a bunch of animal names and zooy 
words but it wouldn’t (1) accelerate their acquisition of words outside of that particular field 
trip.

B: Exactly, and I’ll (2) paraphrase from Hart and Risley. They said, we had been so sure we 
would change how the children responded to the world. But we saw that by age four, (3) 
patterns of vocabulary growth were already established and intractable. We could not ac-
celerate the rate of vocabulary growth beyond (4) direct teaching. We could not change the 
developmental (5) trajectory. In other words, by that time it was too late.

ANSWERS

A: The logical next question is how can you (1) intervene before the kids are four to prevent this 
deficit from forming, I guess.

B: Yeah, what they asked was well what’s going on in the several years before kids even get to 
preschool that would (2) account for these differences. What’s happening in the home which 
is where most kids spend most of their time before entering school? So Hart and Risley de-
vised what ended up being a (3) decade long project in order to answer that question. 

 They started out by, in Kansas City, cold calling people who had placed (4) birth announce-
ments in the newspaper. They approached friends of friends who were expecting. They went 
through the state register of births. They recruited families for five, six months and finally (5) 
settled on 42 families in the area.  Thirteen families that were upper socio-economic status, 
professionals, 23 who were middle to low socio-economic status, like skilled laborers and 
working class people, and six families that were poor, they were on welfare. All had a child 
who at the beginning of the study was seven or eight months old. 

 Once a month for the next two and a half years, an (6) observer, somebody who was trained 
by Hart and Risley, would go to the house and record whatever was happening around that 
child. Not only would they record for an hour but they would take extensive notes that could 
then be (7) matched up against the recording. So if there were multiple adults in the room, 
they would note who was talking, were they talking to another adult or directly to the child. 
Once the child began to talk, who was the child talking to, what were they doing while talk-
ing. In other words, a kind of three dimensional, (8) panoramic view that the audio recording 
alone wouldn’t capture. All of this, more than 13 hundred hours of observation, was tran-
scribed, typed up and analyzed. This took years.
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